Jt 


it~ BEFORE YOUR HEAT- 
SEEKING MISSILE GETS 


ME, WIZARD--1'M 
GOING TO GET —— 


NOT AFTER YOu 
DISCOVER_WHAT My. 
NEXT LITTLE SURPRISE 
HAS IN STORE FOR YOU! 


LUS -- MORE HIGH-FLYING 
FURY WITH THE QRIGINAL 


4 


SLanning iv: THE R 


Li 


LARRY LIEBER 
+ +seee JACK KIRBY 
INKING,..... DICK AYERS 
LETTERING...ART SIMEK 


YOU WERE A 
FOOL To ACCEPT 
MAY CHALLENGE, 
TORCH/ YOu'RE 

IN MAY TRAP-- 

ANO YOU'LL. 

NEVER LEAVE 

HERE ALIVE! 


I'VE HEARD ALL THOSE 
THREATS BEFORE, WIZARD! BUT 
MA STILL HERE, AND THE GUYS 
WHO MADE 'EM-- AREN'T, 


A 


ETURN OF_ 


" Sertte BACK AND GET A TIGHT 
GRIP ON YOURSELF, FOR YOU ARE 
ABOUT TO WITNESS ANOTHER 
THRILLING ENCOUNTER BETWEEN 
THE HUMAN TORCH AND THAT 
EVIL GENIUS OF CRIME KNOWN 
AS~-THE WIZARD// 


iW 


THE HUM. 


) al Wages 
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IN THEIR PREVIOUS ENCOUNTER (STRANGE TALES*/02 
THE TORCH DEFEATED THE WIZARD BY PRETENDING 
TO POSSESS SUPERHUMAN POWERS! 


AND ONLY AFTER THE WIZARD WAS CAPTURED, DID 
HE LEARN THAT THE TORCH'S GREAT MENTAL POWER 
WAS REALLY: THE INVISIBLE GIRL / 


WITHOUT EVEN TOUCHING 37'S TRUE! (GASP). \ 
YOUR PHOTOS, I'M MAKING your WitL IS 
THEM FLOAT OVER To ME, STRONGER THAN ALL 
By THE POWER OF My THE LAWS OF Puysics/ 


IT WAS 4 NEAT TRICK, Y HE REALLY BELIEVED \ 
HAVING YOU CARRY THE | THEY WERE MOVING 
WIZARD'S PICTURES OVER IN THE AIR BY 


But EVEN A PRISON TERM CANNOT CHANGE THE 
MASTER OF CRIME. 
THE FOOLS THINK THEY CAN 
KEEP ME LOCKED UP, BUT MY SUPERIOR INTELLECT 
HAS ALREADY DEVISED A PLAN OF ESCAPE / 


Fexactiy WHAT L WANTED, A CHANCE TO WORK 

WITH CHEMICALS,/ IN MY HANDS, THESE SEEMINGLY 
HARMLESS INGREDIENTS WILL SOON BECOME A 
POWERFUL WEAPON / 


fy With 


THE First PHASE OF THE EVIL SCIENTIST'S PLAN 
CALLS FOR HIS BECOMING A MODEL PRISONER / 
AND, SO SUCCESSFUL IS HE,.... 


BECAUSE OF youR EXCELLENT BEHAVIOR, wan! 
"MA MAKING YOU A TRUSTEE AND ALLOWING } JUST 
YOU TO WORK IN THE PRISON HOSPITAL// AS 


I 
PLANNED 


A FEW OayS PASS, AND THE: 


THIS SERUM I'VE CONCOCTED 1S POWERFUL 


ENOUGH TO BURN THROUGH THE STRONGES 
: SUBSTANCE / 


& 


we AND WITHIN A FEW SECONDS, MY SECRET 
FORMULA HAS EATEN A HOLE LARGE f 
ENOUGH FOR A MAN TO PASS THROUGH! 


[The FOLLOWING NIGHT, IN THE SECLUSION OF HIS | 
CELL a 

ALL I NEEO TO Do IS SPILL 
THIS LIQUID ON THE WALL & 
by OF MY CELL... 


HE CAN'T HAVE THEY FELL FORW NOW, WHILE y 
GOTTEN FAR! | | IT! THEY SAW THEY'RE CHASING 
WE'LL OVER- THE HOLE AND = ME OUT THAT 

TAKE HIM! 


HOLY HANNAH! § 
THE WIZARD 
HAS ESCAPED! 


ASSUMED I HAD WAY 
DASHED THRU 
ity 


/..r'uL Just Leave By W now Like CHILD'S PLAY 
THE CELL DOOR, WHICH IT 1S T OUTWIT My 
THEY UNWITTINGLY MENTAL INFERIOR: 
OPENED FOR ME/ 


WHO EVER DEFEATED ME, AND HE 
SHALL PAY FOR IT/ I WON'T REST 
UNTIL I'VE DESTROYED HIM! 
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Bur BEFORE THE WIZARD CAN ATTEND 10 THE 
TORCH, HE MUST TAKE PRECAUTIONS TO INSURE 
HIS OWN SAFETY’ THIS HE DOES UPON 
ARRIVING HOME! pam 
i” SURELY THEY DON'T 
THE POLICE/ THEY “Wf THINK I AM WITLESS 
EXPECT TO RECAPTURE ENOUGH TO HAVE 
ME HERE IN MY LEFT MYSELF 
PRIVATE ESTATE,/ UNGUARDED/ 


OUR BEST CHANCE IS 


SMITTY, JOE-- Cover \ 
TO RUSH THE HOUSE,/ 


THE BACK! THE REST 
OF US WILL BREAK IN 
THROUGH THE FRONT,! 


Burt, WHEN THE OFFICERS TRY TO REACH THE 
HOUSE... 


WHAT THERE'S SOME 


INVISIBLE 
BARRIER 
AROUND THE 
BUILDING! 


Vas LONG AS I KEEP THE 


4 = 
Y IT'S A STANDOFF! 
ELECTROMAGNETIC FORCE | THE WIZARD CAN'T 
FIELD TURNED ON, NOTHING { COME OUT... AND WE 
CAN REACH ME CAN'T GO IN/ 


NEXT, THE DIABOLICAL SCIENTIST PHONES A LOCAL| 
TELEVISION STATION... AND, THAT NIGHT... 


HUMAN TORCH 
TO BATTLE HIM 
AGAIN, TO DECIDE 
WHO IS THE 
GREATER MAN.! 
bi Ag fic 


@® Me wizard SO, THAT JOKER'S ¥ No, JOHNNY, 
CHALLENGES THE £ LOOKING FOR YOU MUSTN'T! 
MORE TROUBLEL : 


IS AT STAKE! T/LL MAKE 
THAT EGGHEAD RUE THE 
DAY HE WAS BORN’ 


FOUR DON'T GET 

INTO FIGHTS JUST 

TO SATISFY THEIR 
OWN PRIDE / 


‘SO YOU JUST LET THE POLICE HANDLE Him, 4 
TTLE BROTHER! J 


I'LL JUST CREATE AN IMITATION )) 
HUMAN TORCH, SO OL! MOTHER 
HEN WON'T KNOW I'VE’ LEFT! 


T'LL ATTEND TO THE wizarD 4 
AND RETURN ‘WAY BEFORE SUE 
HAS A CHANCE TO WISE UP/ 


is 


\\ 
a i 


hi 


i 


MM 


i 
ANY 


JOHNNY, WHY DON'T YOU 
ANSWER ME ? JOHNNY! 


EXPERIMENTING 

AGAIN TO TRY TO 

PROLONG HIS FLAME ) | 
PERIOD! T'M SORRY } GOING? C 
I WAS SO CURT WITH i 


HIM BEFORE ! I'LL p yf 
ge ees , fi 
ay 
4 Ball, apy, 


f iy 


[ir=1T's NOT JOHNNY! IT'S A 

DUPLICATE FIERY FIGURE! THAT 
FOOL BROTHER OF MINE'S GONE 
AFTER THE WIZARD OESPITE 
MY WARNING / 


HELP HIM, ANO I WON'T INTERFERE IN THIS/ 
REED! 


Tl 
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A\ND SO THE IMPETUOUS TEEN-AGER 
IS ON HIS OWN, AS HE FLIES TO 
MEET THE WIZARD'S GRIM CHALLENGE, 


LOOK! IT's Y HE CAN CAPTURE 


LA 


sp 


<< 


YOU MADE A BIG MISTAKE, 

LETTING ME ENTER THAT 

CORNBALL FORCE SCREEN 

OF YOURS/. BECAUSE I’M 

NOT LEAVIN! WITHOUT 
YOU, WIZARD/ 


o— 
WELCOME, MY FIERY FOE/ 
I SHALL LIFT THE FORCE 
FIELD LONG ENOUGH FOR 
YOU TO PASS THROUGH / 
BUT IF THE POLICE TRY TO 
SLIP_BY WITH YOU, ILL 
BLAST THEM TO KINGDOM 


innate” 


V Tue 


COME 


EVEN YOU CANNOT 
COR A SHELL IN 


ELECTRO- 


MAGNETIC FORCE 
FIELD IS REMOVED, 
TORCH, YOU MAY 


THROUGH 


TO My HOUSE! 


q 
Y THE REST OF 


YOU STAY 
BACK/ THE 
WIZARD 
DOESN'T MAKE} 
IDLE THREATS, 


ire 


BECAUSE MY FLAME |S MY) 


PROTECTIVE FORCE FIELD... 


AND IT'S JUST AS EFFECTIVE 


AS YOURS 


GOT ANY MORE 
SHELLS YOU 
WANNA HAVE 
MELTED, wiz 2] 


("S0, YOU'RE INVULNERABLE TO 
ARTILLERY! BUT DO NOT GLOAT 
TOO SOON/ I HAVE OTHER, 
MORE POTENT DEVICES AWAIT- 


THAT'S THE \ 


+ SUCH AS THE FACT FIRE IS 
LIGHTER THAN AIR, SO THE 
HUMAN TORCH DOESN'T FALL 
THROUGH 

TRAP DOORS!! {i 


TROUBLE 
WITH YOU 
GENIUSES/ YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE IS 
SO ADVANCED, 
THAT YOU OFTEN 
FORGET SIMPLE 

BASIC FACTS.,. 


VNOW THAT YOU ARE OFF- 

GUARD, I'LL SUBJECT You WH 

TO THIS POWERFUL NERVE/ CREATING A WALL| 
GAS WHICH EVEN YOu A 

CANNOT WITHSTAND/ 


YOU ARE INDEED Lever, 4 
TORCH, BUT SO FAR I HAVE 
BEEN MERELY TOYING WITH 


YOU... TESTING YOU/ BuT 


(-..7O KEEP THE 
GAS FROM 
REACHING me! 


WAIT! THE ALARM IS RINGING! 
SOMEONE ELSE HAS ENTERED & 
THE HOUSE / f 


THE WIZARD _RUSHE 
ANO FLASHES IT ON 


iP 


[O THE VIDEO SCANNER 


THERE IS ONLY ONI 
POSSIBLE ANSWER! 
IT MUST BE THE UN- 
SEEN MEMBER OF THE 
FANTASTIC FOUR-- THE 
INVISIBLE GIRL! SHE 
MUST HAVE ENTERED 
THE HOUSE WITH THE 
TORCH,! 


THE INSTRUMENTS 
INDICATE THE INTRUDER 
1S IN ROOM 34, BUT T 
CANNOT SEE HIM/ 


Vi 
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Grassinc A SIMPLE~LOOKING SPRAY GUN, THE 
WIZARD RACES TO ROOM 34... 


THE TORCH WILL KEEP UNTIL I DISPOSE 


OF THE INVISIBLE GIRL, HE'LL GET LOST 
WANDERING AROU, 


IND TRYING TO FIND 
ME! 


THIS_ SPRAY !S_A SPECIAL INVENTION OF 
MINE, WHICH I HAVE KEPT FOR JUST 
SUCH A PURPOSE, T MERELY SPRAY IT 
AROUND THE ROOM, UNTIL,.. HAH! 
THERE YOU ARE/ 


THE SPRAY BROUGHT OUT YOUR NORMAL IMAGE 


THE WALLS HAVE 
AS _I KNEW IT WOULD! NOW I'LL RAISE THE 
AUTOMATIC WALL PANELS, AND LEAVE YOU 
. THER, 


/ HIS ENTIRE MANSION} 
RISEN TOO FAST! 1S JUST ONE TERRIFYING 
I CAN'T GET OUT! 


HAZARD AFTER ANOTHER! 
EIN YOUR LITTLE CAGE 


HE WAS. 
PREPARED 
FOR ME/ 
I'VE 
BLUNDERED 
(NTO A 
TRAP! 


Fm PRECISELY! ANDY Pay PLANTING THIS DEVICE 
HELPLESS ) THAT'S NOT THE 
IN HERE! 


IN THE WALL, I INEXORABLY 
WORST OF IT, MY SEAL YOUR DOOM/ 
MEDOLE SOME 


FEMALE 4 


TEST FOR you/ ONE 
SKIPPED OUT/] THAT WILL_ MAKE 


THE OTHERS SEEM 
LIKE CHILD'S PLAY! 


A TRICK? THE \ 
WIZARD NEEDS 
NO TRICKS/ 


7 
fyour FEMALE \ BUT IF SHE Does) [eave THE EpiTuETs/ you HAVEN 
PARTNER, THE | NOT ESCAPE | | ONLY FIVE MINUTES TO RESCUE 
INVISIBLE GIRL,} WITHIN Five | |THE GIRL/ BUT, TO PROVE TAM 
IS IMPRISONED |] MINUTES, AN | | NOT COMPLETELY HEARTLESS 
WITHIN THESE / EXPLOSIVE WHICH| |--IF YoU FLAME OFF.I'LL 
WALLS/ A T HAVE SET UP | | LET you ENTER THE ROOM 
THERE WILL WITHOUT HAVING TO BURN 
FINISH HER | | THROUGH THE 
FOREVER/ 


MISERABLE-- 


THERE/ I HAVE KEPT MY] AND NOW, FAREWELL 


WORD/ YOU HAVE JOINED T DOUBT THAT WE SHALL 
MY OTHER VICTIM,/ EVER MEET AGAIN/ 


Vin FACT, 1 DouBT THAT EITHERY 
OF YOU WILL MEET ANYBODY 
AGAIN / OH, T KNOW. WHAT 

YOU ARE THINKING, TORCH... 


V You ARE THINKING THAT you 
HAVE ONLy TO FLAME ON AND 
BURN YOUR WAY TO FREEDOM, 
BUT, IT IS NOT THAT EASY/ 


P7ATTACHED TO THE BOMB 1S AY SO YOU 
HAMMER AND BELL DEVICE / 
IF THE TEMPERATURE IN THE 
ROOM INCREASES BY ONE 
DEGREE, THE HAMMER WILL 


HIT THE BELL AND DETONATE 
i E BomB/ 


WE'RE NOT LICKED 

YET/ QUICK, SUE... 

T'ee BOOST. you 
uP! 


(xt-1T's TOO HIGH! I CAN'T REACH IT// 


f OH, JOHNNY... NO! WE'VE STILL GOT 
WE'RE BEATEN.! ONE CHANCE / 


NATURALLY! Now LET US SEE 

HOW CLEVER THE TORCH IS... 

WITHOUT HIS MUCH-VAUNTED 
FLAMING POWER! 


CREATING A SMALL THE HEAT OF THE FIRE- 
FIREBALL OF INTENSE BALL TRIGGERS THE 
HEAT, JOHNNY HURLS IT HAMMER, BUT BEFORE 
TOWARD THE HAMMER AT IT CAN HIT THE BELL... 


WE'RE IN LUCK! HERE'S THE 

BOMB BUT WE'VE ONLY 

WOODS YET! THE BOMB SEVEN SECONDS To PULL 

IS STILL SET TO EXPLODE ITS TEETH / 

AT THE END OF THE FIVE 

MINUTES,,. 

ONLY TEN SECONDS 
FROM NOW/ 


Fey, JOHNNY! FLY AwAy/Y 
AT LEAST THERE'S TIME 
FOR YOU TO SAVE 


YOURSELF/ 


AND LEAVE you?| 
FORGET IT/ HERE, 


CATAPULT OF FLAME, 


TUREE SECONDS LATER, THE FIERY CATAPULT 
HURLS THE BOMB SKYWARD, BLAZING THROUGH 
THE ROOF OF THE HOUSE, 


LL MAKE A 
AND... 


suINTO THE AIR_WHERE IT 
EXPLODES HARMLESSLY // 


AND NOW, IT'S AN ANGRY, VENGEFUL TORCH WHO GRIMLY BURNS 
HIS WAY TO FREEDOM/ 


THE WIZARD HAD HIS CHANCE / 
NOW IT'S MY TURN, Z= 

BE ‘CAREFUL, JOHNNY / 
HE'S STILL DANGEROUS/ 


DEVISE A 
NEW PLAN) 


WHEN THE TEMPERATURE 
OF THOSE FIRE ALARM 
THERMOSTATS GETS TOO 

HOT... LIKE NOW,,, 


HEY AUTOMATICALLY TURN 
ON THE SPRINKLER SySTEM/ 
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THE WET FLOOR-~~ SLIPPERY~~ 


you BLASTED » 


TORCH, HE'S 
GOT SOME KINO 
F 


GUN,! 


FASHIONING A FLAMING SAW, THE TORCH 
HURLS IT, AS THE WIZARD RECOILS 
NERVOUSLY BEFORE HE CAN FIRE! 


LOOK OUT, 
WIZARDS 


HE DIDN'T KNOW MY LITTLE FIRE 
SAW WAS CARVING A HUNK OF 
PLASTER OVER HIS HEAD/ 


YOU CAN REMOVE 

THE FLAME LASSO! 

WE'LL HANOLE THE 

WIZARD FROM HERE 
ON IN/ 


You DID A SWELL 
JOB, TORCH! 


? 
HE'S ALL YOURS, 


FELLAS/ 


ee ie ge 


Fo AGAINST AN ARMY... THAT AAS 
THE (MAN TORCH AND ME, HIS 
FAL tno, WHEN THE COMMIES 
SNATCHEP A GENERAL ANE, Ae 
BEAUTIFUL CAUGHTER 111 

SECRET WORTH EUFEY DOOGIES LIFE. 


IN THE NAME OF BUTZHA! 
(TIS THE HUMAN TORCH! STOP HIM! 
HE'S AFTER THE AMERICAN 
GENERAL .., ANV THE SECRET! 


A REC SOLDIER RAMMED FPHE FLAMES MELTED. 
HIS BAYQNET INTO THE 
HUMAN 


PHE RIFLE FOLLOWED MANO THEN THE RED 
THE STEEL BLADE AS 
TORCH'S BACK 


THE BAYONET INTO DISAPPEARED AFTER 
IF IT WERE MADE OF THE TORCH'S FIRE, 
WITH A VICIOUS LUNGEW. BUTTER! 


CAN'T TAKE 
TIME OUT TO 
SCRATCH. 


YOU TOO WILL BE GONE, MAN OF FLAME... AFTER 
THESE MORTAR SHELLS CUT YOU IN HAL 


): 


ONE RED! 


LIKE THIS. 
SCUMMIE? 


eA 
ANC WHEN THE TORCH SLAMMED 
THAT'S A NASTY TOY 


INTO THE (MORTAR, THE GROUND 
you've GOT THERE. SO BENEAT /T CAVEP INur 
I'M GOING To TAKE IT 


ATS EEE EE ic 
15 a RAP? ; 


EZRON CLAMPS SEIZEP 
THE TORCH'S FEET AT 
THE BOTTOM OF THE 
TANK, AND HIS FLAMES 
2A ED! 


FLAME IO Ait 
BE PEOWNE? IN 


ITs THE Now Seer KUNG AT CHUNG MONG 
EN? OF THE INTERRUS 

HUMAN ‘S THI 

TORCH! 


"4 
\F IL COULP JUST GET A 
FINGER TIP OUT OF THE 
WATER, I'D BE ABLE TO 
WRITE A Message. (JN THE 
SKY i WITH FI 


ANP SHOT UP INTO THE SKY LIKE WATE 
WROTE ACROGS THE NORTH KOREAN WEAUENS tL FLAMING. 
GIANT LETTERS 41, 


4 BRE OF LIQUIP FIRE POURED our oe THE TORCH'S FINGER - 
ROUT OF_A THE 


AND MILES AWAY, 1/1 SOUTH KOREA, EZ HAD BEEN WATCHING THE SKY /A/ SEOUL 
"AK! RADAR STATIONS TORCH'S RETURK, ANP I TOO SAW) THE REY "S(GNAL 


THE AMERICS 
PICKED UP THE BLAZING WORD 


ON THEIR SCOPES. vs FROM THE HUMAN Y WE'LL FLY YOU TO HIM IN ONE 
aS TORCH! HE NEEVS ME! OF OUR THUNVER JETS, TOKO! 


SORRY, MATOR! THE DL HAVE TO 
TORCH NEECS MEIN}! MBiaze OFF 
BY MYSELF! 


Fue MESSAGE WAS STILL WARM IN THE SKY WHEN 

I GOT TO THE SPOT, ANC IN A SCORCHING DIVE NOW LET'S PASS OUT 

I PLOWED INTO_THE GROUNC ANP BURROWED FEW HOTFOOTS! 
UP UNPER THE TORCH... 


VFeame ON, WHEW! AIR AND FIRE AT LAST. 
AN JUST IN TIME! \ 


THEY'RE LET THEM. TORO! x [4 ‘3 
V7, SHEE WE'VE GOT TO is f baler Fool bs 
UKE SCARED BLAZE OFF THEY'? SEND YOU FoR 

SKUNKS, { TOWARD CHUNGMONG! IN Ss » me! 
TORCH! THAT'S WHERE i x 
THEY'VE GOT THE 


Pee | 


SENERAL ANG HIS 
DAUGHTE 
ip 
a 1 
— 2) 


WHAT HAVE i "RE HEY! HE THE GENERAL WITHOUT BEING 
THEN CONE WITH Y SLAMME! TRICKE? US! FLAME 
YOUR VAUGHTER, THE YOO THIS ROOM'S 
GENERAL? E'S ) ON US! LINE? WITH 
i Sid WATER, 

SPIGOTS.., 

AN? OUR FLAMES 

ARE GOING out! 


27 CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


7 " 
WE'RE Soaker, ) GENERATE AS WOW! THE STEAM WE'RE OUT... LET'S FIND. 
TORCH! AND AS 7] PRESSURE BLEW BUT TH Out! THERE 
LONG 4% We're THE LOCK RIGHT GENERAL'S HE GOES INA 
! OUT OF THE STEEL GONE! T JEEPH, ANP 
VOOR! IT'LL OPEN WONVER WHY HE'S GOT 
A LITTLE PINKY Now! : && YOUBLE -— HIS. 
THE WAY You 7O RO ROSSEP US? / DAUGHTER 
IN THAT TANK! 12: - SUTH HIM ! 


? 7 BWITH THE SPEED OF TWIN BOLTS 
THESE REV HOT | GREAT BLAZES!| OF LIGHTNING, WE SWOOPED 
FIRE TACKS IN HE'S THROWING | DOWN AND THEN UNDER THE 
FRONT OF HIS His CAUGHTER FALLING GIRLiw 
TIRES WILL STOP, OFF THE 
HIM! 


GOT PAD TIED, 
UP IN A CAVE! 


“{ LOOKS LIKE THERE'S 
THE CLIFF TO GET US OFF HIS ) GOING TO BE A HOT 
TRAIL SO HE COULY CALL FOR TIME IN THE OL’ TOWN 
HELP ON HIS WALKIE- TALKIE! TONIGHT! 


ANE HERE IT COMES! 


Whe TORCH ANP I TOOK CARE OF THE WIL? BANZAl CHARGE FIRST BY) HOLPING OUT OUR ARMS 
ANP POINTING OUR FINGERS AT THE SCREAVIING REPS! THE FIREPOWER OF TWENTY 
MACHIME GUMS CHOPPED DOWN THE QUILTED WALL OF _COMMIESB! 


PHEN CAME THE TANKE§,ANO q : 
WE UBEP A PLOW OF PIE TO Fit CRAWL INTO THE Ae eae 
GUN BARRELS, TORO... THESE TANKS FALL 
PIG TANK TRAPS 1 THEN I'LL BE RIGHT AT THE SEAMS! 
EYRE Racers IN THE GROOVE! 
IT ALREADY! 
TT, 


THE MIG'S LEET 
wee, cuPep 


ITS WINGS! 


CAVE, WE FOUND THE 
and genes (GAGGED AND 


